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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Thank you for your interest in our school. We are a small village church school but have a lot to 
offer. Please read through our prospectus which highlights some of the things you will need to 
know.  
 
At Thurlaston Church of England (Aided) Primary School, we consider it important to foster a 
personal, caring and happy environment, for both pupils and adults, within a Christian 
environment. We believe that your child’s education will only be really successful if we work in 
partnership with you as parents. As such there will be many opportunities for you to visit school 
and share in our activities and we look forward to talking to you at school functions and Parents’ 
Evenings. 
 
If you would like to find out more by visiting the school, please contact us to make an 
appointment. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gavin Beetham 
Headteacher 
 



VISION STATEMENT 
 
 
Thurlaston Primary School is a Church of England Aided Primary School with Christian attitudes 
towards life.  We consider it important to foster a personal, caring and happy environment for 
both children and adults. 
 
We are committed to: 
 

Teaching and living the Christian Way of Life 
 

Providing quality education for every child 
 

Developing respect and consideration for all members of the community. 
 
 

 
 
Our Christian Foundation 
We enjoy good relations with Thurlaston 
Parish Church and the Independent Chapel. 
The ministers of both churches regularly 
take whole school assemblies and services 
are held at the parish church for the school 
community on a regular basis.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Collective Worship within school is based 
on our Christian Foundation. 
 
Being a Church of England Aided Primary 
School have a strong relationship with the 
Leicester Diocesan Board of Education and 
follow the Diocesan Agreed Syllabus for 
Religious Education.  
 
Admissions 
As a Church of England Aided Primary 
School, the Governing Body is the 
admission authority for the school and 
annually produces the admissions policy. 
We welcome admissions from all who wish 
to support our Vision Statement whether 
churched or un-churched; in the catchment 
area or out of the catchment area. Should 
we be oversubscribed decisions regarding 
admission to the school are based solely on 
the criteria laid out in the Admission Policy. 
The policy and all relevant forms are to be 
found in the back of this folder and also on 
our website.  
 
Transfer to Secondary Education 
Parents may send children to their choice of 
secondary school. The preferred route for 
many is to Brockington College at Enderby 
but St Martins at Stoke Golding, Bosworth 
Academy, Bosworth High, Lutterworth High 
and Lutterworth College are also regular 
routes.  
  
 



Class Arrangements 
We have 4 classes for the 7 year groups we 
teach. Therefore the children are taught in 
mixed age classes. We have very 
experienced teaching and support staff. 
 

 
 
The School Day 
 
8.55am - 3.15pm. 
 
Children are encouraged to enter their 
classrooms on arrival. We respectfully ask 
that you do not send your child to school 
before 8.45 am as staff are not available to 
supervise them before this time. 
 
All children have a morning break of 15 
minutes usually at 10:45am and the lunch 
hour is from 12 noon till 1pm.  
 

 
 
We operate a Healthy Snack policy for 
break times. Keystage 1 and Foundation 

Stage children are provided with fruit and 
older children are encouraged to bring fruit. 
Sweets and crisps are not permitted at 
break times. Milk is available at a small 
charge. This must be paid for in advance 
and for a whole half term. 
 
We serve meals for £2.20 per day. Anyone 
in receipt of Income Support or Income 
Based Job Seekers Allowance is 
encouraged to claim, and this will, of course, 
remain confidential. Children in Class 1 and 
2 are entitled to a meal paid for by the 
government. Some children bring packed 
lunches. Meals are taken in a staggered 
“sitting”. ‘Grace’ is said in class, and the 
leaving the Hall is also staggered to allow 
maximum “playtime”.  
 

 
 
 
Parents are not able to park cars outside the 
school for safety reasons. You are most 
welcome to come into the playground to 
collect your children at the end of the school 
day, and in fact this can be quite a sociable 
meeting place! 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Uniform 
We believe that the school uniform at 
Thurlaston School gives the children a 
sense of belonging and helps to develop 
self-discipline. We encourage them to be 
clean and smart at all times. It is important 
that all clothing and personal possessions 
should be clearly marked with the owner’s 
name.  
 
The uniform consists of: Pale blue shirt or 
blouse and school tie: Navy blue sweatshirt, 
v-neck jumper or cardigan. School 
sweatshirt preferable: Long or short socks in 
white, navy or grey or tights in the same 
colours: Grey shorts or trousers or navy blue 
skirt or pinafore dress, Girls may wear 
smart, tailored, navy trousers (not cord, 
jeans or leggings, etc): Shoes should 
preferably be black or navy. Fashion boots 
or trainers are not permitted:  
 
Children in Year R/1/2 may wear a polo shirt 
without a tie. 
 
During the summer term, when the weather 
is warmer, girls may wear light dresses in 
pale blue or pale blue and white (Gingham). 
Boys may wear casual short sleeved shirts 
in pale blue. Sandals can be worn during the 
summer term. 
 
PE Kit—Navy blue or black shorts, white t-
shirts and plimsolls should be worn. Plain 
black trainers can be used for outdoor PE. It 
would be helpful if the PE Kit could be left at 
school during the week. This should be kept 
in a small drawstring bag with the child’s 
name clearly marked.  
 
Various items of uniform are available from 
the PTA. They are good quality, have the 
school logo and wash well.  Please visit the 
office for more details. Ties are available 
directly from the school office. 
 
 
Attendance 
If your child is unable to attend school 
please inform us by telephone in the 
morning. If your child has an appointment 
during the school day, please inform the 
class teacher beforehand. Children who 
appear unwell in the morning should not be 

sent to school as we do not have the 
facilities or staffing to look after them. It is 
most important that, if you have not already 
notified us, we receive a letter explaining 
why you child was away, so that this can be 
recorded as an authorised absence. We are 
required to publish our absence figures; 
unauthorised absence at this school is rare. 
 
The school is no longer permitted by law to 
authorise holidays in term time except in 
exceptional circumstances. All absences 
such as funerals etc. should be requested 
prior to being taken using the Absence 
Request Form which is available from the 
website or office. 
 
  



 

 
 
Homework  
Homework is used to help children 
consolidate, reinforce or extend learning that 
has taken place at school, to help develop 
the skills, confidence and motivation to learn 
effectively and independently, to involve 
their parents actively in their learning 
process and to prepare them for the next 
stages in their journey towards being lifelong 
learners.  
 
Children should take increasing 
responsibility for carrying out homework 
tasks as they progress through the school.  
Parents should encourage children to see 
homework as an enjoyable experience and 
to develop a routine. Parents should discuss 
with their child’s teacher any difficulties 
children are experiencing with homework. 
 

 
 
Our school follows the government 
recommendations regarding the amount and 
type of homework which should be set by 
schools is shown below. 
 
For a copy of the full policy please visit our 
website. 

 

Age Group Time spent  Type of homework 
 

Class 1 1 hour per week Reading, learning spellings, practising number work. 

Class 2 1 hour per week Reading, learning spellings, practising number work 
and/or literacy work. 

Years 3 and 4 1 ½ hours per week Reading, learning spellings, practising number work 
and/or literacy work and a topic or literacy project 
spanning half a term. 

Years 5 and 6 ½ hour per day and 
possibly longer at  

week ends 

Regular weekly schedule with continued emphasis 
on literacy and numeracy skills , sometimes through 
other areas of the curriculum. In addition, pupils 
should be encouraged to read widely and regularly.  

 
  



Your Child’s Health 
The Area Health Authority has stated that 
young children suffering from infections and 
taking antibiotics should, in the majority of 
cases, not be in school until the course is 
completed. However, with older children 
there is some concern about the work they 
will miss. 
 
If your child is taking medication you need to 
sign a consent form taking responsibility for 
them to administer it themselves. All 
medicines, with the exception of inhalers for 
asthma, should be labelled and handed to 
the appropriate member of staff for safe 
keeping. Staff are only able to administer 
medicines or pills in exceptional 
circumstances.  
 

 
 
The school nurse is available for parent 
consultations on request. 
 
During your child’s school life health and 
dental checks are made. You will always be 
informed when these are to take place and 
various professionals will be involved i.e. 
school nurse, school medical officer, 
audiometrician, dentist. Some health checks 
will include such measurements as height, 
weight, hearing, eyesight, physical posture, 
hygiene and a general enquiry about the 
health of your child. The opportunity will be 
available to discuss any problems that your 
child may have with the visiting health 
personnel, although in general it is not 
essential for you to be present. School is not 
given any information from these checks: all 

individual medical information is kept 
confidential to the health sector. 
 

 
 
We need to know if children have long-term 
health problems such as asthma, epilepsy, 
diabetes etc.. If your child is taken ill at 
school you will be contacted. For this reason 
we must always have a current daytime 
contact telephone number. 
 
Sex Education 
The Year 5 and 6 children receive specific 
sex education lessons. This happens on a 
biannual basis. The children watch a series 
of videos which are both informative and 
reassuring. Follow-up discussion takes 
place with school staff. Parents of Year 5 
and 6 children are invited to a meeting 
beforehand to view resources and discuss 
any queries they may have. All teaching in 
this area takes place in the context of a 
loving relationship and contraception is also 
mentioned. 
 
 



EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 
A number of clubs and groups are run each 
term.  These vary on a regular basis.  
Parents and children are informed of which 
clubs will be running near the beginning of 
each term.  In the past these have included 
gardening, choir, eco-club, cartoon, cross 
country and football clubs.   These are run 
by staff and volunteers on a voluntary basis 
and are free.  Other clubs are run by 
external agencies who usually charge a 
small fee e.g. Rising Stars Sports Club and 
GoActive Gymnastics.  
 

 
 
Tuition is also available from the Soar Valley 
Music peripatetic music staff, and currently 
pupils are learning the violin, guitar, piano, 
drums and flute.  We endeavour to arrange 
other instrumental tuition when requested by 
parents. 
 

 
 
Parent-Teacher Association 
The school has a flourishing PTA which 
raises funds for the benefit of the school. 
Various functions are arranged throughout 
the school year. Your help and support 
would be very much appreciated. All parents 
are automatically members and are 
welcome to join the committee or list of 
helpers. Each September an AGM is held at 
school to which you are warmly welcomed.  
 

 
 
Parents in School 
At Thurlaston we value the help that parents 
give in a range of activities with small 
groups of children. If parents can spare an 
hour during school time, we hope they will 
contact us.  We are really pleased to have 
so much help. 
 

 
 
School Charging policy 
“The Governors of this school support the 
principle of free school education as a right 
for all children. They also recognise that the 
school may incur exceptional costs in 
organising activities such as swimming or 
educational visits and in these cases the 
school’s charging policy would be to invite 
voluntary contributions from parents.” 
Should insufficient funds be available from 
this the school may need to cancel the 
planned activity. No child would be excluded 
on the basis that a contribution has not been 
received.  
 
A full copy of our charging policy is available 
from the school. 
 



 
 
 
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN 
Governors support the view that children 
have a right to receive the highest possible 
standards of care and to be protected from 
abuse.  Safeguarding children is taken very 
seriously and governors are committed to 
following Safeguarding Children procedures 
when there are concerns including concerns 
about staff and volunteers.  The Designated 
Senior Lead is the Headteacher, who should 
be contacted with concerns regarding 
Safeguarding Children.  Concerns regarding 
the Headteacher should be directed to the 
Chair of Governors responsible for 
Safeguarding Children, who is Lynn Evans. 
 
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS (SEN) 
AND DISABILITIES 
In each class (which is always a mixed 
ability class) there will be a number of 
children requiring special help or advice. 
The help that the school can give to these 
children varies according to the organisation 
of the school and staffing levels that may 
change termly or yearly. It is usually 
possible, however, to give some sort of 
extra help to children with difficulties and 
they may occasionally be withdrawn from 
their class to work individually or in small 
groups with a teacher or special needs 

Learning Support Assistant. 
 
We follow procedures set out in the 
Government’s Special Needs Code of 
Practice, and parents are consulted at each 
stage of the process. Where appropriate, 
outside agencies may be approached for 
advice, and where a child has particularly 
severe special needs, we may apply for a 
formal Statutory Assessment of Special 
Educational Needs from the Local Authority. 
(This often requires the provision of 
additional support or resources for the child 
to be provided by the school.) Mrs Tonkin 
co-ordinates the Special Needs work in the 
school and is happy to discuss this further 
with parents. 
 
Most children with special needs are not 
disabled. However, a significant proportion 
of those who are disabled do have special 
educational needs and admission 
arrangements for these children depends on 
the ability of the school to provide 
adequately and appropriately for their 
needs. The advice of relevant medical and 
educational experts is taken as to the 
suitability of the placement and provision of 
enhanced staffing and support for such 
pupils. 
 
When such pupils are admitted, they are 
fully integrated in the life of the school and 
encouraged to participate in every aspect to 
the best of their ability. 
 
The school is not easily adapted to children 
or adults with severe mobility problems, but 
we have access to three classrooms, the 
hall and study area. We have two disabled 
toilets. There are some areas of the school 
which would always remain inaccessible to 
wheelchair users. 
 
A copy of the school Special Needs Policy is 
available on the website. 


