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We are a main stream school with a commitment to inclusive practice to ensure 
the best possible progress for all our pupils, whatever their needs or ability. As 
regards extra help for children with SEND (Special Educational Needs and/or 
Disability), provision covers four main areas 

The four key areas are: 

 Communicating and Interacting 
 Cognition and Learning 
 Social, Emotional and Mental Health difficulties 
 Sensory and/or Physical Needs 

 

How does the school know if children need extra help? 

At different times in their education, many children require additional support to 
ensure they fulfil their potential. The decision to give a child extra help is based 
on a range of factors: 

 The knowledge we gain from pre-schools about a child’s educational needs.  
 Through monitoring the children’s performance against age related 

expectations. 
 If class teachers, parents or the children themselves have raised concerns.  
 If a child is finding learning particularly difficult. 
 In some cases identification can be made through involvement of other 

agencies such as speech therapists, paediatricians, education psychologists 
and the specialist teaching services.  

What should I do if I think my child has special education needs? 

If you have any concerns about your child, then please come and talk to us 
straight away. The best person to speak to is your child’s class teacher. They will 
be able to speak to you about your child’s progress and suggest ways you can 
support them at home. If the difficulties continue, then the SENCo, Mrs Tonkin, 
may become involved. At this point, additional assessments might be carried out in 
school. After this, the school may seek advice from external agencies such as the 
Specialist Teaching Service, Speech and Language Therapists or Educational 
Psychologists.  
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How do you identify children with special educational needs? 

Thurlaston CE Primary School, in line with its Christian ethos, seeks to be an 
inclusive school. We recognise that children learn at different rates and there 
may be many factors affecting their achievement. We aim to identify problems 
that children are having as soon as possible. We track all pupils' progress and 
analyse data to identify children who are not making expected progress.  

Concerns may also be raised by parents and carers, class teachers, records 
transferred from other schools, test results and widening gaps between a child 
and the majority of their peers.  

Children with special educational needs are identified when despite receiving 
differentiated work through quality first teaching they: 

 • make little or no progress  

• show signs of difficulty developing literacy or mathematical skills which result in 
poor attainment  

• present persistent emotional or behavioural difficulties which are not modified 
by positive behaviour management techniques normally used in school 

 • have sensory or physical problems 

• have communication and/or interaction difficulties  

Identification is initially through the class teacher then a discussion between the 
class teacher and SENCo. A graduated response is implemented by the school. If 
an issue persists, further investigation is carried out through school testing and 
advice and/or testing by the specialist teaching service, speech and language 
service or the educational psychology service. If parents or carers have any 
concerns, they should make an appointment with the class teacher initially or the 
SENCo. 

How will you support my child? 

When a child is identified as having special educational needs, we implement the 
graduated response – Assess, Plan, Do, Review.  

Assess – Identify what the issue/issues are.  
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Plan - Plan how to assist a child with their core problem/problems ensuring that 
the child’s preferred learning styles are taken into account.  

Do – We run our intervention blocks in blocks of ten weeks.  

Review – At the end of an intervention block we re-assess the child to monitor the 
impact of the intervention.  At this point, we also speak to the child to see how 
they feel about their learning and involve the parents in setting the next set of 
targets.  

As well as changes to the quality first teaching that a SEND child receives, 
interventions are provided in a variety of areas. These include interventions in 
reading, maths, and writing suggested by the Specialist Teaching Service. In 
addition to this, outside agencies such as Occupational Therapists, Speech and 
Language Therapists and Educational Psychologists suggest programmes of work to 
develop children’s speech and language, motor skills and social communication 
skills.  

If a child has a an Education Health Care Plan, we will put in the provision outlined 
in the plan. The SENCO evaluates the effectiveness of these interventions by 
monitoring all work through scrutiny of provision maps, termly assessment data 
and small steps assessment data (if appropriate). 

How will you and I know how well my child is doing and how will you help me 
support my child’s learning? 

At Thurlaston CE Primary School, all children are tracked closely for both 
attainment and progress. Regular pupil progress meetings between the class 
teacher and head teacher are held where data from teacher assessments and 
more formal assessments is analysed.  

In addition to this, children on the SEN register each have a one page profile with 
their individual termly targets recorded on the reverse. Class teachers, working 
with the SENCO, monitor pupil's progress regularly to check how children are 
progressing towards these targets.  

Before a target is set and a child begins an intervention, a baseline/entrance 
assessment is carried out. When a child completes an intervention, an exit 
assessment will take place to determine how they have progressed. The 
effectiveness of the intervention is then considered in comparison to the child’s 
progress and a plan is made for a child’s next set of targets.  
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Small steps assessment, class records, test results and teacher assessments are 
some of the information used for these pre and post intervention assessments. 
Class teachers meet with the parents of SEN children three times per year as set 
out in the new SEND Code of Practice. At these meetings, class teachers and 
parents jointly review the information gathered which helps towards establishing 
new targets. This is also a valuable opportunity for parents to share how they have 
been supporting their child at home and for class teachers to advise on the best 
personalised strategies to use at home in the future.  

What is your approach to individual learning? 

All staff have high expectations of all pupils regardless of their needs. We believe 
that all children should, whenever possible, be taught with their peer group. Class 
teachers provide excellent targeted class teaching known as quality first teaching 
and they are well trained to adapt this teaching to meet a range of children’s 
needs. For children with SEND, we differentiate the curriculum accordingly and 
take into account the different ways children learn.  

When adapting teaching to meet specific needs or building in additional support, 
we are guided by the recommendations from outside agencies such as the 
Specialist Teaching Services, Speech and Language therapists and Educational 
Psychologists. Additional support both inside and outside of the classroom can be 
in the form of small group work, one to one support and/or specialist equipment 
such as coloured overlays or pencil grips etc. Support can be provided by teachers 
or teaching assistants. Some children may receive more specialist support from a 
range of external agencies. We aim to put sufficient support for all children to 
reach their true potential without making them adult reliant. 

We believe that working in partnership with parents is important for all children 
and especially so for those who are having any difficulties. Any additional support 
provided in school will need reinforcing as much as possible at home.  

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s ongoing needs? 

Following our school ethos of 'Teaching and Living the Christian way of life', all of 
our classrooms are welcoming, friendly and inclusive. Our highly skilled teachers 
use their support staff to assist children in meeting their potential. Teachers 
ensure that the classroom environment is appealing and is able to be used as a 
resource for learning. The class teacher is responsible for the planning and 
assessing of all pupils, including those with SEND, within their class. Planning and 
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delivery of lessons will take into account all children’s strengths and weaknesses 
as well as learning styles.  

All the classrooms at Thurlaston CE Primary School operate in a SEND friendly 
manner so that children with dyslexic, dyspraxic, Autistic Spectrum Disorder 
tendencies etc are not hindered from accessing the curriculum. We feel that this 
it is good practice to support all children but it is also vital to those who 
particularly need it not to feel set aside from their peers.  

The Accessibility/Equality Plan is regularly reviewed. Sometimes physical 
adjustments need to be made to the learning environment and where possible this 
is done. However the school is housed in a mixture of building structures, some 
dating back to 1849 so the school is not suitable for wheelchair users. We have a 
range of hand rails and grab rails to assist children with mobility difficulties. 

How is the decision made about the type and how much support my child will 
receive? 

Additional support for learning is based on the observations and assessments 
made by school staff and outside agencies and it is tailored to meet the individual 
needs of our pupils. Additional support may be additional support from the class 
teacher or learning support assistant and this support may on a 1:1 basis or in a 
small group depending on the needs of the children. 

One type of additional support children may receive is a group intervention. A 
group intervention runs two or three times a week for roughly ten weeks. The 
intervention acts like a booster session in a child’s area of need. This group 
intervention is in addition to the quality first teaching a child receives. 
Interventions are structured programmes designed by the teachers and external 
agencies, such as Speech and Language, will be implemented by learning support 
assistants in blocks. Progress towards challenging targets is reviewed and 
recorded at the end of each block. When considering what intervention to 
implement, we analyse the learning of the child in question closely to make sure 
that we select the best possible intervention to match their needs. The targets 
that we set for our SEND children are particularly challenging to try to close the 
gap with their peers.  

From time to time, a child may receive one to one support from an adult in lessons. 
However, one to one work is very costly and similar or sometimes better results 
can be achieved through an adult working with a group of children.  
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Under the new SEND Code of Practice, statements have been replaced with 
Education, Health and Care Plans (EHC Plans). EHC plans specify how staff time is 
allocated in the same way that statements did. They also highlight if any staff 
training, equipment of additional interventions are needed. These plans are 
reviewed regularly and any changes to provision implemented. 

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including 
trips? 

All the children in our school have equal access to all opportunities. We provide a 
range of extra-curricular clubs that are open to all pupils. If a pupil has additional 
needs, we will ensure that the necessary adjustments to trips and visits are made 
to enable them to take part in the activities. In addition to this, we offer support 
to those children who need it at break and lunch time. We make parents aware of 
activities that are available externally for children with specific needs. 

What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being? 

At Thurlaston CE Primary School we believe that emotional and social development 
is the key to a child’s academic development. We aim to provide a caring and 
understanding environment where all children are able to flourish. We are an 
inclusive school and we treat all children as individuals. Whilst your child’s class 
teacher is responsible for pastoral care, the adults in our school work as a close 
team to ensure that children are supported academically and pastorally.  

The school also works closely with the children, parents/carers and all health 
professionals. At times, the school may feel it is necessary to seek advice from 
other professionals to support a child's needs. This may include the school nurse, 
a counsellor provided by the family of schools, specialist teaching service or the 
educational psychologist. 

Where pupils are found to have needs around mental, emotional and social 
development, provision is put in place to support these pupils and progress is 
monitored. This provision will come from our school ELSA (Emotional Literacy 
Support Assistant), Mrs Bowen, and may include social communication groups, 
anger management work or art/crafts based groups.  

 We ensure that there is a consistency of approach across the school so that 
expectations are clear for all pupils. All children are rewarded for following the 
rules but if they forget the rules then there are sanctions in place.  
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How will I be able to raise any concerns I may have? 

The SENCo for Thurlaston CE (Aided) Primary School is Mrs Tonkin. Appointments 
can be made via office@thurlaston.leic.sch.uk or Tel: 01455 888243 (School 
office). The SEND Governor is Liz Daines.  

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the 
school? 

We work with a range of outside agencies to secure specialist expertise. These 
include: 

Supporting Leicestershire Families 

Attendance officers from local secondary schools 

Speech and Language Therapists 

Educational Psychologists 

Specialist Teaching Service 

Health Visitors/School Nurse 

Community Paediatrician 

Child &Adolescent Mental Health Service 

Autism Outreach 

What training have staff supporting SEND had or what training are they 
having? 

We want staff at Thurlaston to feel as confident as possible when teaching and 
supporting children with SEND. Our SENCo has attained the National 
Qualification for Special Educational Needs Co-ordinators. Across our staffing 
team, a number of our staff have attended level 1 and level 2 training for working 
with children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder. All staff have had training on the 
Dyslexia Friendly Classroom, positive handling, attachment issues, dyspraxia, 
ADHD and sensory issues. Some support staff have been trained in delivering 
literacy and mathematics catch up interventions.  

How accessible is the school both indoors and outdoors? 
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As mentioned previously, the Accessibility/Equality Plan is regularly reviewed. 
Sometimes physical adjustments need to be made to the learning environment and 
where possible this is done. However the school is housed in a mixture of building 
structures, some dating back to 1849 so the school is not suitable for wheelchair 
users. We have a range of hand rails and grab rails to assist children with mobility 
difficulties. In addition to this, we have a disabled toilet.  

Children are provided with specialist equipment where appropriate including 
adapted scissors/rulers, sloping desks for those with motor problems, overlays 
and coloured paper for children with specific learning difficulties.  

How are parents involved in the setting? How can I get involved? Who can I 
contact for further information? 

As a school, we are always keen to ensure that we work in partnership with 
parents. We have an open door policy to allow informal exchange of views and 
concerns. Parents have a daily opportunity to discuss any matters arising with 
their child’s class teacher, the SENCo or the head.  

On a more formal basis, we have Parents’ Evenings in the Autumn and Spring term 
where we keep parents informed about their child's learning. At these Parents’ 
Evenings, parents of children with SEND will be allocated a longer time slot so 
that their child’s IEP can be reviewed together and new targets can be set. In the 
summer term, there is an additional Parents’ Evening for children with SEND. In 
addition to target reviewing and setting, this meeting allows parents to meet their 
child’s class teacher for the following academic year. After each Parents’ Evening, 
the updated IEP and One Page Profile will be sent home to parents for their own 
record keeping. A formal written end of year report will be sent out during the 
summer term. We find the school's open culture facilitates good lines of 
communication with parents. 

How will my child’s views be listened to? 

Every child is encouraged to express their thoughts and concerns about school life 
at any time but particularly via initiatives such as School Council and the worship 
team. Children with SEND are encouraged to put themselves forward to act as 
representatives in these groups.  

Teachers always talk with pupils about the work we are doing with them to ensure 
the children understand what is happening and why we are doing it. The teachers 
and support staff ask the children about their learning to find out how they learn 
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best. All children also participate in pupil attitude surveys, subject questionnaires 
and pupil interviews.  

In additional to this, children on the SEND register meet with the SENCo three 
times a year to talk about how they feel they are progressing and how they think 
the additional support they are having is benefitting them. As well as this, once a 
year, children on the SEND register meet with the SENCo to update their one 
page pupil profile. This page tells staff and parents what makes the child in 
question happy, what they feel their strengths are and how they feel they are 
best supported.  

What should I do if I have a complaint? 

We encourage parents with any concerns to approach the school. As mentioned 
previously, we operate an open door policy and all teachers can normally be spoken 
to before or after the school day. Initially, we expect parents to approach their 
child's class teacher. If this does not resolve the situation, they should ideally 
approach Mrs Tonkin in her role as the SENCO, or Gavin Beetham the Head 
teacher. If the concern is not resolved at this stage, parents should use the 
formal complaints procedure which can be found on the school website. 

Who else has a role in my child’s education? 

The governing body uses the resources that it has available to ensure the best 
education possible for each child at the school.  

 The school uses Educational Psychology time to the best possible benefit 
of the pupils at school.  

 We use experienced professionals such as Mrs Cotton to complete 
assessments on pupils and give advice. This is at a cost to the school and we 
use a fixed budget each year to assess pupils on a rolling programme as we 
deem necessary. 

 If necessary, we contact Autism Outreach to support children on the 
Autism Spectrum.  

 The Occupational Therapy Service supports children with physical needs, 
sensory needs and motor coordination difficulties.  

When supporting children and their families we will seek to access the most 
appropriate services. 
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What other support services are there who might help me and provide me with 
information and advice? 

Once again, if you have any concerns about your child, in the first instance you 
should always chat to their class teacher. Please feel free to come and discuss any 
concerns with Mrs Tonkin (SENCo) or Mr Beetham (Headteacher) as well.  

 SENDIAS provide free, impartial and confidential advice and support on all 
matters relating to SEND, including education, health and social care 
issues. (https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-
educational-needs-and-disability/find-a-social-care-health-and-other-
support-services-provider/send-information-advice-and-support-service-
sendiass ) (0116 305 5614)  

 SENA will be able to help with EHCP and Statements 
(https://resources.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-
educational-needs-and-disability/support-for-schools/assessment-of-sen-
sena)   

 Menphys - 01455 323020  
 Leicestershire Psychology Service - 0116 3055100 (Tue-Thurs) 
 School Nurse - 0116 2153239 (Answer machine service where you leave 

your details and they will return the call.) 
 Hearing Support Services - 0116 305 9400  
 Vision Support Services - 0116 305 9400  
 Autism Outreach - 0116 305 9400 

How will the school prepare and support my child to join, transfer to a new 
setting or to the next stage in education and life? 

We understand what a worrying time it can be for children and parents when any 
child moves to a new class or school. Our aim at Thurlaston is to make that 
transition as smooth and successful as possible.  

If the transition is within school, we ensure that the SEND information is shared 
in advance so that the individual teacher is aware and can make their preparations. 
As well as the usual meetings between teachers as part of transition, there is an 
additional Parents’ Evening for SEN parents in the summer term. At this meeting, 
the child’s latest targets will be reviewed and new targets will be set. Both the 
current class teacher and the new class teacher will be present at this meeting to 
ensure a smooth transition between classes. 
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We work closely with the schools that children transfer to and the nurseries that 
children transfer from. Our foundation stage teacher visits all children in their 
pre-school setting and feeds back fully to the SENCo. When parents visit the 
school for their first information meeting about their children staring school, the 
SENCo is present so that parents can have any queries addressed.  

We ensure all records regarding children with special educational needs are 
transferred to the next school and gathered from their previous educational 
setting. For the children transferring to high school, a meeting is arranged 
between the SENCos to discuss the pupils needs. We arrange extra induction days 
and visits if necessary to enable a smooth transfer.  

Where can I find he local authority’s Local Offer? 

Thurlaston CE (Aided) Primary School contributes to Leicestershire's Local Offer 
which can be found at https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-
children/special-educational-needs-and-disability  

 

 


