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Dear Parent/Carer,                24
th

 February 2017 
 

I am sure that you have all heard in the news about school funding. At the meeting of the Finance 

Committee of the Governing Body last night it was agreed that I write to all parents explaining some of 

the effects that the National Funding Formula will have on the school’s finances in the long term and to 

ask parents to respond to the public consultation. 

Under the proposal the school will be thousands of pounds worse off on a like for like basis and that 

could have an impact on the education that we want to provide for your children. The formula will 

particularly disadvantage smaller schools and also schools whose parents are not in poor areas or 

claiming benefits. So the proposed changes will impact us on both these counts. 

The consultation can be found at https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/schools-national-

funding-formula2/ 

Below are some suggestions of what you may wish to answer. There are a large number of questions. 

1) No – The proposals disproportionately negatively affect small schools. 

2) Click yes if you think secondary should get more per pupil than primary and no if you do not. 

3) No – All schools have fixed costs – School-led funding should be £150,000. Small schools are 

disproportionately affected by a reduction in the lump sum. 

4) No –Allocate a lower amount to additional needs. All children should be funded at a sufficient level. 

5) For each area I suggest allocate a lower proportion would be the best solution but please read and 

see if there are any areas you think should be given more support. 

6) No Comment. 

7) Allocate a higher amount than £110,000 to primary. Suggest £150,000. 

8) Allocate a lower amount to sparsity. By giving a greater lump sum sparsity funding is unnecessary. 

9) Choose your answer. 

10) No – Floor funding will temporarily mask the full effect of the changes but they will happen 

eventually and therefore this seems to be hiding the impact to get it through. 

11) Yes. 

12) No – A school that is growing will have an increasing budget and the principle of funding floor does 

not need to happen because it is to help schools manage a reduction. 

13) Yes – to minimise the immediate impact. 

The rest of the questions are about LA funding for support for schools. This is a technical area and you 

may not wish to provide answers for this section. 

The consultation ends on 22
nd

 March 2017. Please respond by then. Anyone may answer so parents, 

grandparents and friends can all respond. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Gavin Beetham 


