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Spelling Policy 
 
As a School we are committed to : 
♦ Teaching and Living the Christian way of Life. 
♦  Providing a quality education for every child. 
♦  Developing respect and consideration for all members of the community. 
 
In line with our Christian ethos we endeavour and strive to do our best at all times and to 
encourage our pupils to do likewise. 
 
The Nature of Spelling 
 
The ability to spell easily enables us to become more effective writers. The less thought 
we have to put into spelling, the more thought we can put into what is said. 
 
Children who are able at spelling are self-monitoring, they take responsibility for spelling 
words correctly. They are children who are able to identify which words do not ‘look right’ 
and check the spelling using a dictionary. 
 
Learning to spell is not just learning lists of words. It is a development process of learning 
to apply different strategies appropriately. 
 
Spelling Development 
 
The Phases of Spelling Development are: 
 

1) Preliminary Spelling 
2) Semi-phonetic Spelling 
3) Phonetic Spelling 
4) Transitional Spelling (from sounds to structures) 
5) Independent Spelling 

 
(See appendix 1 for a summary of the First Steps Developmental Continuum) 
 
School Policy and the Renewed Primary Frameworks. 
 
The structure for the teaching of spelling in the school is based on the outline provided in 
the Renewed Primary Framework. The emphasis it gives to applying patterns and 
strategies is synonymous with our beliefs. 
 
Cross Curricular Issues 
 
Spelling lends itself ideally to a cross curricular approach. It needs to be taught explicitly 
but much can be covered in other areas.  
 
Having a cross curricular approach reinforces what is learnt in English lessons and places 
spelling in a meaningful context. Teachers need to be aware of the spelling opportunities 
which constantly occur in a range of areas. Key words are made available in lessons as 
appropriate and children are encouraged to use “Have a Go” books to attempt spellings. 
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Key Objectives for Spellings 
 
See Appendix 2 
 
Spelling Lists  
 
From Year 1 to Year 6 weekly spelling lists are sent home. The quantity in the lists is 
dependent upon the age and ability of the child and will be between 6 and 20 words. 
 
Spelling and the Dedicated Literacy Lesson 
 
Spelling will be incorporated into every aspect of the Dedicated Literacy Lesson. 
 
1) Shared Reading - e.g. selecting examples to make teaching points 
2) Shared Writing - Teaching and modelling use of all strategies and resources 
3) Guided Group Work - Teaching focused at specific level 
4) Independent Work - e.g. Activity resource Sheets, Investigations, Word webs, 
     prefixes/ suffixes, Mnemonics 
5) Plenary  - e.g. Results of investigations discussed and strategies found 

to be successful. 
 
Special Educational Needs 
 
Class teachers will support children with special educational needs in their spelling work 
by providing them with differentiated work and where possible, extra resources. 
 
Marking 
 
Sympathetic, constructive marking increases ‘risk taking’ in the use of more interesting 
vocabulary and gives pupils the opportunity to generalise about letter patterns learned and 
apply them to new words. Only words, which the pupil is required to learn should be 
corrected. It an be counter productive to insist on total correctness when children are still 
developing their fluency in writing. Experimentation is a necessary part of the process of 
learning to spell. See Marking Policy for further guidance. 
 
Assessment 
 
The most appropriate means of collecting evidence and planning future steps may be 
through: 

- daily observations 
- Marking of work 
- Discussions with children regarding strategies 
- Weekly spelling test scores 
- Standardised spelling tests (October and March) 
- SATs spelling test Year 2 – Year 6 

 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
This will be in line with our Monitoring and Evaluation Policy. 
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Appendices 

 
 
 
 

Spelling Continuum 
 
 
 

Word Lists
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